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91CULTURALENVIRONMENTCONSERVATIONSYSTEM [CECS]

CECS is one of the important output of TCEP-the collaboration project sup-

ported by DANIDA-which has been developed by both Danish experts through

the technique called SAVE [Survey of Architectural Value in the Environment]

& CHIP [Cultural Heritage in Planning] and Thai experts from three academic

institutions.

The system was used as a framework for testing in three pilot sites-Nonthaburi,

Samutsongkram and Rattanakosin. The lesson learned from the test has been

used to revise and further develop before applying it all over Thailand in the

future.

0 INTRODUCTION

0.1 Definition

The definition of the word 'cultural environment' has been defined differently in

different context as follow:

"The environment or area related to human development from the past until

now, which contain value on art, culture, history, archaeology and technol-

ogy including the monument which should be counted as part of the

environment as a whole." 1

"Cultural environment is a geographical area reflecting significant historical

features, telling the story of man use of nature, human activities and

traditions through history " 2

"Cultural environment is a type of environment that is related to culture or

shared knowledge and value of the society" 3

Though defined differently, the common point is that cultural environment has

given priority to the value of the area more than the value of any individual

assets. Therefore, none of the asset is necessary to contain high value aes-

thetically or monumentally instead it can be just the area reflecting a traditional

lifestyle of normal people. Or on the other word the collective value rather than

individual value. The purpose of the cultural environment conservation is to

protect the  value of area as a whole, even if protection of individual building

would not be justified.

0.2 Principles

As quoted by Annete Schou, CHIP specialist, this system is based on an inter-

disciplinary, intersectorial and participatory approach comprising:

a) Cultural asset registration [inventory]

b) Socio-economic research

c) Awareness raising

d) Planning

All the process involves the target group and stakeholders with active partici-

pation throughout.

Conservation in this context mean to preserve living environment while ensur-

ing that the development takes place in respect of the values-both tangible and

intangible-created by the ancestors and the traditional way-of-life. This con-

servation should be holistic and inclusive covering traditional way-of-life, local

belief and indigenous knowledge or in short the "local ecosystem". The pur-

pose thus is not to conserve the area merely the physical environment or in a

degree that it would become a museum (or on the other extreme 'Disneyland').

 1 Offie of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning [ONEP]

 2  CHIP: Cultural Heritage In Planning, Denmark

 3  Ministry of Environment, Norway

1 PROCEDURE

The work procedure has been set based on constraints or assumption as

follows:

• The available resource both personnel and budget is limited

• All cultural environments has historical dimension and significance

which need to be identified and preserved

• Cultural environments contain high diversity and very contextual. It

is different from one place to the others.

From above concern, therefore, the system is trying to find the balance be-

tween the right detail level of registration to be able to identify and preserve

different cultural assets while using resource efficiently and effectively based

on available resources provided.

All the procedure has been split to be two main phases as it is described as

follow:

1 Wide area study

• Characterisation and Identification of subjects and areas for further

investigation (list of potential cultural environments)

• Survey and delimitation of cultural environments as an cultural envi-

ronment inventory of the province

• Prioritisation of cultural environment to select the area for the de-

tailed area study phase

2 Detailed area study

• Set objectives and analyse the selected cultural environments

through the detailed architectural survey [ThaiSAVE] and research including

trend, threats and vulnerability

• Conservation, Planning recommendations and strategy
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Wide area study

1.1 Characterization of the province
Historical development

Nature and landscape feature

Architectural observation

1.2  Overview of historical/ socio-economic/ cultural/ natural themes

within the province

1.3 Characterization of selected themes

1.4 Identification of areas to be investigated
Mapping areas with one [rare case] or more of identified themes or

historical subjects

Provincial cultural environment inventory/ report

1.6 Analysis of cultural environment
Registration of the state of conservation-physical and functional

Delimitation of cultural environment

1.7 Valuation and Prioritisation of cultural environments

Other cultural environments
Selected/ Prioritized cultural

environments

2.1 Setting objectives of selected/ prioritized cultural environment

2.2 Analysis of cultural environment

Detailed architectural survey [ThaiSAVE]

Trend/ threats/ vulnerability

2.3 Means of conservation

1.5 Cultural Environment Fieldwork
Main historical feature

Dominant feature

Detailed area study
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Together with the descriptive form above of each identified area, the map show-

ing the main features can consist of:

• The overall structure of the settlement or agricultural pattern in the

delimited area

• The infrastructure system

• Traditional buildings, important or special type of buildings repre-

senting a specific historical period or geographical area

• Historically dominant element/ landscape or the old urban structure

1.6  Analysis of cultural environments

The closer look of each cultural environment from 1.5 will be done through two

main categories as follows:

a) Registration of the state of conservation

The registration will comprise both physical structure and their present func-

tion. Observation of further relevant structures or elements, the impact and

importance of the different features as well as trends and threats will also be

registered. Different levels of registrations are applied on the different sizes

and types of areas/ environments.

 b) Delimitation of cultural environment

Based on the registration of the state of conservation as described above, a

final delimitation of the registered valuable cultural environment will be de-

cided as options through these following criteria:

• The state of conservation of the different historical features e.g. well

conserved features of a specific historical period or features showing the his-

torical development where many historical layers are well-conserved

• Topographical features that can be natural boundary in the land-

scape

• New structures that decisively influence the function or visual im-

pression of the tradition environment

1.7 Valuation and prioritisation of cultural environments

All data of each cultural environment above will be assessed and prioritized

through three main factors or criteria following the national evaluation system

of Fine Art Department.

a) The value; aesthetic, historic, environment, educational & techno-

logical and social value for instance uniqueness, representativeness, func-

tional status, authenticity, diversity or homogeneity etc.

b) The present condition and site potential for conservation

c) Other factors for instance trends, threats and vulnerability

The result of value assessment (a) is a rank of cultural environment as having

high, medium or low value or being of local, regional or national significance

which later will be considered together with criteria b-The present condition

and site potential for conservation and c-Other factors for instance trends,

threats and vulnerability-to select the area for detailed study in the next phase.

PHASE I Wide Area Study

1.1 Characterisation of the province [area]

The purpose is to prepare the survey by describing the most prominent fea-

tures-the profile- of the specific study area, and thereby the most important

aspects on which the efforts of the survey should focus.

The characterization is based on the following elements:

• Historical development

• Nature and landscape feature

• Architectural observation

The result is a description of the profile of the study area that form the basis for

survey and a comprehensive frame of reference for setting priorities during the

survey.

1.2  Overview of historical/ socio-economic/ cultural/ natural themes

within the province

Base on the characterization, the next stage is to create a systematic overview

of relevant subjects to be considered for further study called theme. Theme can

be set up and map as a layer of data under the following categories:

• Historical theme

• Socio-economic theme

• Cultural theme

• Nature and landscape theme

• Built structure and building theme

The result is an overview of relevant types of landscape, cultural environments

and built structure/ buildings linked to the geographical map, which reflected

the dominant feature of the areas to be surveyed in 1.3

1.3  Characterisation of selected themes

The purpose of this deskwork and fieldtrip is to get an objective mapping and

description of the selected themes. The subjects to be characterized can be

the following categories:

• Types of landscape and/or townscape

• Types of cultural environments

• Types of buildings

1.4  Identification of areas [potential cultural environment] to be inves-

tigated

The purpose of this phase is to establish an objective basis for identifying the

types of historical subjects to be further investigated in the fieldwork in a system-

atic way, as well as a transparent and documented basis for the choices made.

The identified areas can either comprise of several themes or one theme (rare

case), which later will be the cultural environment inventory of the province.

The result is a map 1:50000 showing where the subjects of the survey are

located.

1.5  Cultural Environment Fieldwork

From the list of the potential cultural environments in the province, each site will

be recorded through the fieldwork with the form to come up with the descrip-

tions of each identified area covering the following content:

• The historical and cultural information

• The nature and landscape feature

• The architectural and built structure feature
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Identifying:

- Local experts

- Stakeholders

- NGOs

- Other sources of knowledge

Sources:

- Experts and stakeholders

- Maps

- Written history

1.1 Characterization of the province

Historical development

Nature and landscape feature

Architectural observation

1.2  Overview of historical/ socio-economic/

cultural/ natural themes within the province

1.3 Characterization of selected themes

1.4 Identification of areas [potential cultural environ-

ment] to be investigated

Mapping areas with one [rare case] or more of

identified themes or historical subjects

Provincial cultural environment inventory/ report

1.5 Cultural Environment Fieldwork

Main historical feature

Dominant feature

1.6 Analysis of cultural environment

Registration of the state of conservation-physical and

functional Delimitation of cultural environment

1.7 Valuation and Prioritization of cultural environments

Other cultural

environments

Selected/ Prioritized

cultural environments

LFA workshop(s):

To identify problems, objectives

and subject to be addressed

Fieldwork with help from LUNCEC

staffs and community representatives

in the potential cultural environment

areas using the community dialogue

technique for instance walk-

through-evaluation or image prefer-

ence

Comments and Approval from the

Local Consultative Group [LCG] in

provincial level through workshops

or meetings

Local experts

Local authorities

Relevant authorities/ NGOs

Representatives from temple and

community

Cultural environment inventory

[Linked to GIS]

To phase 2

PHASE1: Wide area study
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b) Trend/ threats/ vulnerability and local people perception

To set up recommendations and strategies for managing and conserving the

cultural environment, it is necessary to understand more about the other as-

pects of the area apart from physical aspect for instance:

1) Trends of the development in the area or the functions of the cultural

environment.

2) Threats and challenges facing the area and its vulnerability.

3) Local people perception on conservation in general and on cul-

tural environment in specific.

4) Other social-related information through history

All these items will be recorded and analyzed through the appropriate social

research methods for instance oral history, focus group meeting and question-

naire.

2.3 Mean of conservation

The information of each cultural environment will be synthesized to come up

with the integrated conservation plan of the area covering both physical plan-

ning (municipal/ local plans) for guiding the development and also economic

measures or incentives to enhance the economic condition of the area. This

will be done with the community's capacity building and awareness programme

to ensure that any plans will be done with the active participation of the local

people in the area.

2 CONCLUSION

Managing the cultural environment is not a one-time matter but instead a con-

tinuous process involving all the authorities and people that through their activities

influenced our environment. It is thus important to involve all the stakeholders

in the process of identifying, delimiting and prioritizing cultural environments

and last but not least when setting up recommendations and strategies for their

management.

PHASE II Detailed Area Study

2.1 Setting objectives of selected/ prioritized cultural environment

The objectives of each prioritized cultural environment will be set for the future

development and management of the area, so the cultural assets in the area

can be weighted up against other assets or interest. These objectives then will

be used for setting the appropriate work plan and measures of the area in the

future.

2.2 Analysis of selected cultural environments

a) Detailed architectural survey [ThaiSAVE]

The prioritized cultural environment will be further investigated through field

survey called ThaiSAVE-a methodology to assess buildings and urban struc-

tures within a preservation/ cultural environment context-which will be recorded

in two main categories:

• Developed structure [Landscape]; a coherent patterns (townscape)

and will be assessed as such. Three main type of developed structure that will

be recorded are those of

1) dominant architectural features

2) building patterns and

3) selected urban elements

• Individual building; each individual building or group of buildings

which contain the same characteristic will be recorded its basic information

such as age, materials, number of storeys etc. as well as a more detailed de-

scription is given with a space for writing as a note. The form will include the

assessment of the building/ group of buildings, which compose of 5 different

assessment categories using 9-step scale, and finally will be concluded as the

overall preservation value. The registration form then will combine with the

photos and serve as the building database, which would potentially be applied

to the local building database system through GIS or MIS in the future.

The result of this process is an atlas of the area, which can be used as a

common point of reference for the local authorities and the general public in

the future.
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96 PHASE2 Detailed Area Study

Cultural environment inventory

[Linked to GIS]

Atlas

Building Inventory

Linked to GIS

Municipal plan/ Local plans

LUNCEC [Local Cultural Unit] and

Local Consultative Group in the

community level

Workshop and Activities in local level

Local, Provincial and National

representatives

From phase 1

Developed structure

- Dominant architectural feature

- Building pattern

- Selected urban elements

Individual building

    2.1  Setting objectives of selected/ prioritized cultural

             environment

    2.2  Analysis of cultural environment

          - Detailed architectural survey [ThaiSAVE]

          - Trend/ threats/ vulnerability and local people perception

   2.3  Means of conservation

          - Community's capacity building and Awareness

               programme

            - Economics measures/ incentives

           - Planning recommendations and strategies

Other cultural environments
Selected/ Prioritized

cultural environments
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