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THE ATHENS CHARTER

At the Congress in Athens the following seven main resolutions were made
and called "Carfa del Restauro™:

1. International organizations for Restoration on operational and advisory
levels are to be established.

2. Proposed Restoration projects are to be subjected to knowledge-
able criticism to prevent mistakes which will cause loss of character and
historical values to the structures.

3. Problems of preservation of historic sites are to be solved by
legislation at national level for all countries.

4, Excavated sites which are not subject to immediate restoration

should be reburied for protection.

5. Modern techniques and materials may be used in restoration work.
6. Historical sites are to be given strict custodial protection.

7. Attention should be given to the protection of areas surrounding
historic sites.

General Conclusions of the Athens Conference

|. -- DOCTRINES. GENERAL PRINCIPLES.

The Conference heard the statement of the general principles and doc-
trines relafing fo the protection of monuments.

Whatever may be the variety of concrete cases, each of which are open
to a different solution, the Conference noted that there predominates in the
different countries represented a general tendency to abandon restorations
in foto and fo avoid the atfendant dangers by initiating a system of regular
and permanent maintenance calculated to ensure the preservation of the
buildings.

When, as the result of decay or destruction, restoration appears to be
indispensable, it recommends that the historic and artistic work of the past
should be respected, without excluding the style of any given period.

The Conference recommends that the occupation of buildings, which en-
sures the continuity of their life, should be maintained but that they should
be used for a purpose which respects their historic or artistic character

Il. -- ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGISLATIVE MEASURES REGARDING HISTORICAL
MONUMENTS

The Conference heard the statement of legislative measures devised to
profect monuments of artfistic, historic or scientific interest and belonging to

the different countries.

It unanimously approved the general tendency which, in this connection,
recognises a cerfain right of the community in regard to private ownership.
It noted that the differences existing between these legislative measures
were due fo the difficulty of reconciling public laow with the rights of indi-
viduals,

Consequently, while approving the general tendency of these measures,
the Conference is of opinion that they should be in keeping with local
circumstances and with the trend of public opinion, so that the least possible
opposition may be encountered, due allowance being made for the sacri-
fices which the owners of property may be called upon to make in the
general inferest. It recommends that the public authorities in each country
be empowered fo take conservatory measures in cases of emergency. It
earnestly hopes that the International Museums Office will publish a reper-
fory and a comparative table of the legislative measures in force in the

different countries and that this information will be kept up to date.

Ill. -- AESTHETIC ENHANCEMENT OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS.

The Conference recommends that, in the consfruction of buildings, the
character and external aspect of the cities in which they are to be erected
should be respected, especially in the neighbourhood of ancienf monu-
ments, where the surroundings should be given special consideration. Even
cerfain groupings and cerfain parficularly picturesque perspective treat-
ment should be preserved.

A study should also be made of the ornamental vegetation most suited fo
certain monuments or groups of monuments from the point of view of
preserving their ancient character. It specially recommends the suppression
of all forms of publicity, of the erection of unsightly telegraph poles and the
exclusion of all noisy factories and even of tall shaffs in the neighbourhood

of artistic and historic monuments.

IV. -- RESTORATION OF MONUMENTS.

The experts heard various communications concerning the use of modem
materials for the consolidation of ancient monuments. They approved the
judicious use of all the resources at the disposal of modermn technique and
more especially of reinforced concrete.

They specified that this work of consolidation should whenever possible be
concealed in order that the aspect and character of the restored monu-
ment may be preserved.

They recommended their adoption more particularly in cases where their
use makes it possible fo avoid the dangers of dismantling and reinstating the
portions to be preserved.

V. -- THE DETERIORATION OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS.

The Conference noted that, in the conditions of present day life, monu-
ments throughout the world were being threatened to an ever-increasing
degree by atmospheric agentfs. Apart from the customary precautions and
the methods successfully applied in the preservation of monumental statuary

in current practice,



it was impossible, in view of the complexity of cases and with the knowl-
edge at present available, to formulate any general rules.

The Conference recommends:

1. That, in each country, the architects and curators of monuments
should collaborate with specialists in the physical, chemical, and natural
sciences with a view to determining the methods to be adopted in specific
cases;

2. That the International Museums Office should keep itself informed
of the work being done in each countfry in this field and that mention
should be made thereof in the publications of the Office.

With regard to the preservation of monumental sculpture, the Conference
is of opinion that the removal of works of art from the surroundings for
which they were designed is, in principle, to be discouraged. It recom-
mends, by way of precaution, the preservation of original models when-

ever these sfill exist or if this proves impossible, the taking of casts.

VI. -- THE TECHNIQUE of CONSERVATION.

The Conference is gratified to nofte that the principles and fechnical con-
siderations set forth in the different detailed communications are inspired
by the same idea, namely:

In the case of ruins, scrupulous conservation is necessary, and steps should
be taken to reinstate any original fragments that may be recovered
(anastylosis), whenever this is possible; the new materials used for this pur-
pose should in all cases be recognisable. When the preservation of ruins
brought fo light in the course of excavations is found to be impossible, the
Conference recommends that they be buried, accurate records being of
course taken before filling-in operations are undertaken.

It should be unnecessary to mention that the technical work undertaken in
connection with the excavation and preservation of ancient monuments
calls for close collaboration between the archaeologist and the architect.
With regard to other monuments, the experfts unanimously agreed that,
before any consolidation or partial restoration is undertaken, a thorough
analysis should be made of the defects and the nature of the decay of

these monuments. They recognised that each case needed to be treated

individually.
VIl. -- THE CONSERVATION OF MONUMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL
COLLABORATION.

a) Technical and moral co-operation.

The Conference, convinced that the question of the conservation of the
arfistic and archaeological property of mankind is one that interests the
community of the States, which are wardens of civilisation,

Hopes that the States, acting in the spirit of the Covenant of the League of
Nations, will collaborate with each other on an ever-increasing scale and
in a more concrete manner with a view to furthering the preservation of

arfistic and historic monuments;
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Considers it highly desirable that gqualified institufions and associations should,
withouf in any manner whatsoever prejudicing infernational public law, be
given an opporfunity of manifesting thelir interest in the profection of works
of arf in which civilisation has been expressed fo the highest degree and
which would seem to be threafened with desfruction;

Expresses the wish that requests to affain this end, suomitfed to the Intellec-
fual Co-operation Organisation of the League of Nations, be recommended
fo the earnest affenfion of the Stafes.

It will be for the Infernational Commiffee on Infellectual Co-operation, affer
an enguiry conducted by the Infernafional Museums Office and after having
collected all relevant information, more particularly from the National Com-
miffee on Infellectual Co-operatfion concerned, fo express an opinion on
the expediency of the sfeps to be taken and on fhe procedure to be
followed in each individual case.

The members of the Conference, affer having visited in the course of their
deliberations and during the sfudy cruise which they were able fo make on
this occasion, a numiber of excavation sifes and ancient Greek monuments,
unanimously paid a frioute to the Greek Government, which, for many years
past, has been itself responsiole for extensive works and, at the same fime,
has accepted the collaboration of archaeologists and expertfs from every
counfry. The members of the Conference there saw an example of activity
which can buf contrioute fo the realisation of the aims of infellectual co-
operation, the need for which manifested ifself during their work.

b) The role of education in the respect of monuments.

The Conference, firmly convinced that the best guarantee in the matfer of
the preservation of monuments and works of arf derives from the respect
and affachment of the peoples themselves;

Considering that these feelings can very largely be promoted by appropri-
afe action on fthe part of public authorities;

Recommends that educators should urge children and young people fo
apstain from disfiguring monuments of every description and that they should
feach them fo take a greater and more general inferest in the profection

of these concrete festimonies of all ages of civilisation.

c) Value of international documentation.

The Conference expresses the wish thaf

1.Each country, or the insfifufions created or recognised competent for this
purpose, publish an inventory of ancienf monuments, with phofographs and
explanafory nofes;

2.Each country constifute official records which shall contain all documents
relating fo ifs hisforic monuments;

3.Each country deposit copies of ifs publications on arfistic and historic
monuments with the International Museums Office;

4.The Office devote a portfion of ifs publications fo arficles on the general
processes and methods employed in the preservation of hisforic monuments;

5The Office study the best means of utilising the information so centralised.
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THE VENICE CHARTER 1964

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of
generations of people remain to the present day as living witnesses of
their age-old fraditions. People are becoming more and more con-
scious of the unity of human values and regard ancient monuments
as a common herifage. The common responsibility fo safeguard them
for future generations is recognized. It is our duty fo hand them on in
the full richness of their authenticity.

It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and restora-
tion of ancient buildings should be agreed and be laid down on an
international basis, with each country being responsible for applying
the plan within the framework of ifs own culfure and fradifions.

By defining these basic principles for the first time, the Athens Charter
of 1931 contributed towards the development of an exftensive interna-
fional movement which has assumed concrete form in national docu-
ments, in the work of ICOM and UNESCO and in the establishment by
the latter of the Internatfional Centre for the Study of the Preservation
and the Restoration of Cultural Property. Increasing awareness and
critical study have been brought to bear on problems which have
continually become more complex and varied; now the fime has
come fto examine the Charfer afresh in order fo make a thorough
study of the principles involved and fo enlarge its scope in a new
document.

Accordingly, the IInd Intemnational Congress of Architects and Techni-
cians of Historic Monuments, which metf in Venice from May 25th to

31st 1964, approved the following fext:

DEFINITIONS

Article 1.

The concept of a historic monument embraces not only the single
architectural work buf also the urban or rural setfing in which is found
the evidence of a particular civilization, a significant development or
a historic event. This applies nof only to great works of art buf also to
more modest works of the past which have acquired cultural signifi-
cance with the passing of time.

Article 2.

The conservation and restorafion of monuments must have recourse
to all the sclences and techniques which can contribute to the study

and safeguarding of the architectural heritage.

Arficle 3.
The infention in conserving and restoring monuments is fo safeguard

them no less as works of art than as historical evidence.

CONSERVATION

Arficle 4.

It is essenfial to the conservation of monuments that they be main-
tfained on a permanent basis.

Article 5.

The conservation of monuments is always facllitated by making use of
them for some socially useful purpose. Such use is therefore desirable
but it must not change the lay-out or decoration of the building. It is
within these limits only that modifications demanded by a change of
function should be envisaged and may be permitted.

Article 6.

The conservation of a monument implies preserving a sefting which is
not out of scale. Wherever the fraditional sefting exists, it must be
kept. No new construction, demolition or modification which would
alter the relations of mass and colour must be allowed.

Arficle 7.

A monument is inseparable from the history fo which it bears witness
and from the sefting in which it occurs. The moving of all or part of
a monument cannot be allowed except where the safeguarding of
that monument demands it or where it is justified by national or
infernational inferest of paramount importance.

Arficle 8.

Itfems of sculpfure, painting or decorafion which form an infegral parft
of a monument may only be removed from it if this is the sole means

of ensuring ftheir preservation.

RESTORATION

Article 9.

The process of restoration is a highly specialized operation. Its aim is to
preserve and reveal the aesthetic and historic value of the monument
and is based on respect for original material and authentfic docu-
ments. It must stop at the point where conjecture begins, and

in this case moreover any exira work which is indispensable must be
distinct from the architectural composition and must bear a confem-
porary stamp. The restorafion in any case must be preceded and
followed by an archaeological and historical study of the monument.
Arficle 10.

Where traditional techniques prove inadequate, the consolidation of a
monument can be achieved by the use of any modern technique for
conservation and construction, the efficacy of which has been shown

by scientific data and proved by experience.



Article 11,

The valid contribufions of all periods to the building of a monument
must be respected, since unity of style is not the aim of a restoration.
When a building includes the superimposed work of different periods,
the revealing of the underlying state can only be justified in excep-
tional circumstances and when what is removed is of litfle interest
and the material which is brought to light is of great historical,
archaeological or aesthefic value, and ifs state of preservation good
enough to justify the action. Evaluation of the importance of the
elementfs involved and the decision as fo what may be destroyed
cannot rest solely on the individual in charge of the work.

Arficle 12.

Replacements of missing parts must Infegrate harmoniously with the
whole, but at the same time must be distinguishable from the original
so that restoration does not falsify the artistic or historic evidence.
Arficle 13.

Additions cannot be allowed except In so far as they do not detract
from the interesting parfts of the building, its traditional sefting, the

balance of its composition and its relafion with its surroundings.

HISTORIC SITES

Article 14.

The sites of monuments must be the object of special care in order to
safeguard their integrity and ensure that they are cleared and pre-
sented In a seemly manner. The work of conservation and restoration
carried out in such places should be inspired by the principles

set forth in the foregoing articles.

EXCAVATIONS

Article 15.

Excavations should be carried out In accordance with scientific stan-
dards and the recommendation defining international principles o be
applied in the case of archaeological excavation adopted by UNESCO
in 1956. Ruins must be mainfained and measures necessary for the
permanent conservation and protection of architectural features and
of objects discovered must be taken. Furthermore, every means must
be taken to facllitate the understanding of the monument and to
reveal it without ever distorting its meaning.

All reconstruction work should however be ruled ouf "a priori". Only
anastylosis, that is to say, the reassembling of existing but dissmem-
bered parts can be permitted. The material used for Infegration
should always be recognizable and its use should be the least that
will ensure the conservation of a monument and the reinstatement of

its form.
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PUBLICATION

Arficle 16.

In all works of preservation, restoration or excavation, there should
always be precise documentation in the form of analyfical and critical
reports, illustrafed with drawings and photographs. Every stage of the
work of clearing, consolidafion, rearrangement and infegration, as
well as fechnical and formal features identified during the course of
the work, should be included. This record should be placed in the
archives of a public institution and made available to research work-
ers. It is recommended fthat the report should be published. The
following persons fook part in the work of the Commiftee for drafting

the International

Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments:

Piero Gazzola (Ifaly), Chairman
Raymond Lemaire (Belgium), Reporter
Jos? Bassegoda-Nonell (Spain)
Luis Benavente (Portugal)
Djurdje Boskovic (Yugoslavia)
Hiroshi Daifuku (UNESCO)

P.L. de Vrieze (Netherlands)
Harald Langberg (Denmark)
Mario Matteucci (Italy)

Jean Merlet (France)

Carlos Flores Marini (Mexico)
Roberto Pane (Italy)

S.C.J. Pavel (Czechoslovakia)
Paul Philippot (ICCROM)
Victor Pimentel (Peru)

Harold Plenderleith (ICCROM)
Deoclecio Redig de Campos (Vatican)
Jean Sonnier (France)
Francois Sorlin (France)
Eustathios Stikas (Greece)
Gertrud Tripp (Austria)

Jan Zachwatovicz (Poland)

Mustafa S. Zbiss (Tunisia)
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WASHINGTON CHARTER 1987

PREAMBLE AND DEFINITIONS

All urban communities, whether they have developed gradually over
fime or have been created deliberately, are an expression of the
diversity of societies throughout history.

This charter concerns historic urban areas, large and small, including
cities, towns and historic centres or quarters, together with their
nafural and man-made environments.

Beyond their role as historical documents, these areas embody the
values of fraditional urban cultures. Today many such areas are being
threatened, physically degraded, damaged or even destroyed, by
the impact of the urban development that follows industrialisafion in
societies everywhere.

Faced with this dramatic situation, which often leads fo irreversible
cultural, social and even economic losses, the International Council
on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) deems it necessary fo draw up
an infernational charter for historic towns and urban areas that will
complement the "Infernafional Charfer for the Conservation and Res-
foration of Monuments and Sites," usually referred to as "The Venice
Charter." This new text defines the principles, objectives, and methods
necessary for the conservation of historic fowns and urban areas.

It also seeks fo promotfe the harmony of both private and community
life in these areas and to encourage the preservation of those cultural
properties, however modest in scale, that constifute the memory of
mankind.

As sef ouf in the UNESCO "Recommendation Concerning the Safe-
guarding and Contemporary Role of Historic Areas" (Warsaw - Nairobi,
1976), and also in various ofther international instruments, “the conser-
vation of historic towns and urban areas" is understood to mean
those steps necessary for the protection, conservation and restoration
of such fowns and areas as well as their development and harmoni-

ous adaptation to confemporary life.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES
1. In order to be most effective, the conservation of histforic towns
and other historic urban areas should be an integral part of coherent
policies of economic and social development and of urban and
regional planning at every level.
2. Qualities to be preserved include the historic character of the town
or urban area and all those material and spiritual elements that
express this character, especially:

a) Urban patterns as defined by lots and streets;

b) Relationships between buildings and green and open spaces;

c) The formal appearance, interior and exterior, of buildings
as defined by scale, size, style, consfruction, materials, colour and
decoration;

d) The relationship between the town or urban area and its
surrounding setting, both natural and man-made; and

e) The various functions that the town or urban area has
acquired over fime. Any threat fo these qualities would compromise
the authenficity of the historic fown or urban area.
3. The participation and the involvement of the residents are essential
for the success of the conservafion programme and should be en-
couraged. The conservation of historic towns and urban areas con-
cerns their residents first of all.
4. Conservatfion in a historic fown or urban area demands prudence,
a systematic approach and discipline. Rigidity should be avoided
since individual cases may present specific problems.
METHODS AND INSTRUMENTS
5. Planning for the conservation of historic fowns and urban areas
should be preceded by mulfidisciplinary studies. Conservation plans
must address all relevant factors including archaeology, history, archi-
tecture, techniques, sociology and economics.
The principal objectives of the conservation plan should be clearly
stated as should the legal, administrative and financial measures
necessary to attain them.
The conservation plan should aim af ensuring a harmonious relation-
ship between the historic urban areas and the town as a whole.
The conservation plan should determine which buildings must be
preserved, which should be preserved under certain circumstances
and which, under quite exceptional circumstances, might be expend-
able. Before any infervention, existing conditions in the area should
be thoroughly documented.
The conservation plan should be supported by the residents of the

historic area.



6. Until a conservation plan has been adoptfed, any necessary conser-
vation activity should be carrled out in accordance with the principles
and the aims of this Charter and the Venice Charter.

7. Continuing maintenance is crucial fo the effective conservation of
a historic town or urban area.

8. New functions and activities should be compatible with the charac-
fer of the historic fown or urban area. Adaptation of these areas to
contemporary life requires the careful installafion or improvement of
public service facilifies.

9. The improvement of housing should be one of the basic objectives
of conservation.

10. When it is necessary to construct new buildings or adapt existing
ones, the existing spatial layout should be respected, especially in
ferms of scale and lof size.

The infroduction of contemporary elements in harmony with the
surroundings should not be discouraged since such features can
contribute to the enrichment of an area.

11. Knowledge of the history of a historic fown or urban area should
be expanded through archaeological investigation and appropriate
preservation of archaeological findings.

12. Traffic inside a historic fown or urban area must be controlled and
parking areas must be planned so that they do not damage the
historic fabric or its environment.

13. When urban or regional planning provides for the construction of
major motorways, they must not penetrate a historic town or urban
area, but they should improve access to them.

14, Historic tfowns should be protected against natural disasters and
nuisances such as pollution and vibrations in order to safeguard the
heritage and for the security and wellbeing of the residents.
Whatever the nature of a disaster affecting a historic tfown or urban
areq, preventafive and repair measures must be adapfed to the
specific character of the properties concerned.

15. In order to encourage their parficipation and involvement, a
general information programme should be set up for all residents,
beginning with children of school age.

16. Specialised training should be provided for all those professions

concerned with conservation.

v

SEUULW @N158UFNY A IWIAR BUNIITAMUBTS A
CULTURALENVIRONMENTCONSERVATIONSYSTEM



ﬁﬁuﬂLWl’aﬂﬁiﬂuqiwﬂE’ﬂqleLLQﬂ@w@NVI’Nﬂwﬁuuﬁ‘a‘ﬁiJ
CULTURALENVIRONMENTCONSERVATIONSYSTEM

INTRODUCTION

The built vernacular heritage occupies a central place in the affection
and pride of all peoples. It has been accepted as a characteristic
and aftractive product of soclety. It appears informal, but nevertheless
orderly. It is ufilifarian and at the same fime possesses inferest and
beauty. It is a focus of contemporary life and at the same time a
record of the history of society. Although it is the work of man it is
also the creation of time. It would be unworthy of the heritage of
man if care were not taken to conserve these fraditional harmonies
which constitute the core of man's own existence.

The built vernacular heritage is important; it is the fundamental expres-
slon of the culture of a community, of its relationship with its territory
and, at the same time, the expression of the world's cultural diversity.
Vernacular building Is the traditional and natural way by which
communifies house themselves. It is a continuing process including
necessary changes and continuous adaptation as a response to
social and environmental constraints.  The survival of this tradition is
threatened world-wide by the forces of economic, cultural and archi-
tectural homogenisation. How these forces can be met is a funda-
mental problem that must be addressed by communities and also by
governments, planners, architects, conservationists and by a
multidisciplinary group of specialists.

Due to the homogenisation of culfure and of global socio-economic
fransformation, vernacular structures all around the world are ex-
fremely vulnerable, facing serious problems of obsolescence, internal
equilibrium and integration.

It is necessary, therefore, in addition to the Venice Charfer, to
establish principles for the care and protection of our bulilt vernacular

heritage.

GENERAL ISSUES

1. Examples of the vernacular may be recognised by:

a) A manner of building shared by the community;

b) A recognisable local or regional character responsive to the envi-
ronment;

c) Coherence of style, form and appearance, or the use of tradition-
ally established building types;

d) Tradifional experfise in design and construction which is fransmit-
fed informally;

e) An effective response to functional, social and environmental
constraints;

) The effective application of fraditional construction systems and
crafts,

2. The appreciation and successful profection of the vernacular heri-
tfage depend on the involvement and support of the community,
confinuing use and maintenance.

3. Governments and responsible authorities must recognise the right of
all communities to maintain their living fraditions, to protect these
through all available legislative, administrative and financial means

and fo hand them down fo fufure generations.

PRINCIPLES OF CONSERVATION

1. The conservation of the built vernacular heritage must be carried
ouf by multidisciplinary expertise while recognising the inevitability of
change and development, and the need fo respect the community's
established cultural identity.

2. Contemporary work on vemnacular buildings, groups and settlements
should respect their cultural values and their traditional character.

3. The vernacular is only seldom represented by single structures, and
it Is best conserved by maintaining and preserving groups and seftle-
ments of a representative character, region by region.

4. The built vernacular herifage is an integral part of the cultural
landscape and this relationship must be taken info consideration in
the development of conservation approaches.

5. The vernacular embraces not only the physical form and fabric of
buildings, structures and spaces, but the ways in which they are used
and understood, and the fraditions and the intangible associations

which affach fo them.



GUIDELINES IN PRACTICE

1. Research and documentation Any physical work on a vernacular
structure should be cautious and should be preceded by a full
analysis of its formm and sfructure. This document should be lodged in
a publicly accessible archive.

2. Siting, landscape and groups of buildings Interventions to vernacu-
lar structures should be carried out In a manner which will respect
and maintain the integrity of the siting, the relationship to the physical
and cultural landscape, and of one structure to another.

3. Traditional building systems The confinuity of fradifional building
systems and craff skills associated with the vernacular is fundamental
for vernacular expression, and essential for the repair and restoration
of these sftructures. Such skills should be refained, recorded and
passed on to new generations of craffsmen and builders in education
and training.

4. Replacement of materials and parfs Alferations which legitimately
respond fo the demands of contemporary use should be effected by
the infroduction of materials which maintain a consistency of expres-
slon, appearance, texture and form throughout the structure and a
consistency of building materials.

5. Adaptation Adaptation and reuse of vernacular structures should
be carried out In a manner which will respect the integrity of the
structure, its character and form while being compatible with accept-
able standards of living. Where there is no break in the continuous
utilisafion of vernacular forms, a code of ethics within the community
can serve as a tool of infervention.

6. Changes and period restoration Changes over fime should be
appreciated and understood as important aspects of vernacular ar-
chitecture. Conformity of all parfs of a building to a single period, will
not normally be the goal of work on vernacular structures.

7. Training In order to conserve the culfural values of vernacular
expression, governments, responsible authorities, groups and organisations
must place emphasis on the following:

a) Education programmes for conservators in the principles of the
vernacular;

b) Training programmes to assist communities in maintaining fraditional
building systems, materials and craft skills;

c) Information programmes which improve public awareness of the
vernacular especially amongst the younger generation.

d) Regional networks on vernacular architecture to exchange exper-

fise and experiences.
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CIAV:

Madrid, January 30, 1996,

Jerusalem, March 28, 1996

Mikkeli, February 26, 1998.

Santo Domingo, August 26, 1998.
ICOMOS: Stockholm, September 10, 1998.
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PRINCIPLES OF THE CULTURAL TOURISM CHARTER

Principle 1

Since domestic and infernafional fourism is among the foremost
vehicles for cultural exchange, conservation should provide respon-
sible and well managed opportunities for members of the host com-
munity and visitors to experience and understand that community's
heritage and culture at first hand.

1.1 The natural and cultural heritage Is a material and spiritual re-
source, providing a narrafive of historical development. It has an
important role in modern life and should be made physically, intellec-
tfually and/or emotively accessible to the general public. Programmes
for the protection and conservation of the physical atftributes, infan-
gible aspects, confemporary culfural expressions and broad context,
should facilitate an understanding and appreciation

of the heritage significance by the host community and the visitor, in
an equitable and affordable manner.

1.2 Individual aspects of nafural and cultural heritage have differing
levels of significance, some with universal values, ofthers of national,
regional or local importance. Inferpretation programmes should present
that significance In a relevant and accessible manner to the host
community and the visitor, with appropriate, stimulafing and contem-
porary forms of education, media, technology and personal explana-
fion of historical, environmental and cultural information.

1.3 Inferpretation and presentation programmes should facilifate and
encourage the high level of public awareness and support necessary
for the long fterm survival of the natural and cultural heritage.

1.4 Inferpretation programmes should present the significance of heri-
tage places, traditions and cultural practices within the past experi-
ence and present diversifies of the area and the host community,
including that of minority cultural or linguistic groups. The visitor should
always be informed of the differing cultural values that may be

ascribed to a particular herifage resource.

Principle 2
The relationship between Heritage Places and Tourism is dynamic and
may involve conflicting values. It should be managed In a sustainable

way for present and future generations.

2.1 Places of herifage significance have an infrinsic value for all
people as an imporfant basis for cultural diversity and social develop-
ment. The long ferm protection and conservation of living cultures,
heritage places, collections, their physical and ecological integrity and
their environmental context, should be an essential component of
social, economic, political, legislative, cultural and tourism develop-
ment policies.

2.2 The interaction between heritage resources or values and fourism
is dynamic and ever changing, generafing both opporfunities and
challenges, as well as potential conflicts. Tourism projects, activities
and developments should achieve positive outcomes and

minimise adverse impacts on the heritage and lifestyles of the host
community, while responding to the needs and aspirations of the
visitor,

2.3 Conservation, interpretation and fourism development programmes
should be based on a comprehensive understanding of the specific,
but offen complex or conflicting aspects of heritage significance of
the particular place. Contfinuing research and consulfation are impor-
tant to furthering the evolving understanding and appreciation of that
significance.

2.4 The retention of the authenticity of heritage places and collections
is important. It is an essenfial element of their cultural significance, as
expressed in the physical material, collected memory and intangible
fraditions that remain from the past. Programmes should present and
interpret the authenticity of places and culfural experiences to en-
hance the appreciation and understanding of thaf cultural heritage.
2.5 Tourlsm development and infrastructure projects should fake ac-
count of the aesthetic, social and cultural dimensions, natural and
cultural landscapes, bio-diversity characteristics and the broader visual
confext of herifage places. Preference should be given to using local
materials and take account of local architectural styles or vernacular
traditions.

2.6 Before herifage places are promoted or developed for increased
tourism, management plans should assess the nafural and cultural
values of the resource. They should then establish appropriate limits of
acceptable change, particularly in relafion to the impact of visitor
numbers on the physical characteristics, integrity, ecology and biodiversity
of the place, local access and fransportation systems and the social,
economic and cultural well being of the host community. If the likely
level of change is unacceptable the development proposal should be
modified.

2.7 There should be on-going programmes of evaluation to assess the
progressive Impacts of fourism activities and development on the

particular place or community.



Principle 3

Conservation and Tourism Planning for Heritage Places should ensure
that the Visitor Experience will be worthwhile, satisfying and enjoyable.
3.1 Conservation and fourism programmes should present high quality
information to opfimise the visitor's understanding of the significant
heritage characteristics and of the need for their protection, enabling
the visitor to enjoy the place in an appropriate manner.

3.2 Visitors should be able fo experience the herifage place at their
own pace, if they so choose. Specific circulation routes may be
necessary to minimise impacts on the integrity and physical fabric of
a place, its natural and cultural characteristics.

3.3 Respect for the sanctity of spiritual places, practices and fraditions
Is an important consideration for site managers, Visitors, policy makers,
planners and tfourismn operators. Visitors should be encouraged to
behave as welcomed guests, respecting the values and lifestyles of
the host community, rejecting possible theft or illicit trade in cultural
property and conducting themselves in a responsible manner which
would generafe a renewed welcome, should they refurn.

3.4 Planning for tourism activities should provide appropriate facilities
for the comfort, safety and well-being of the visitor, that enhance the
enjoyment of the visit but do not adversely impact on the significant

features or ecological characteristics.

Principle 4

Host communities and indigenous peoples should be Involved in
planning for conservafion and fourism.

4.1 The rights and Interests of the host community, at regional and
local levels, property owners and relevant indigenous peoples who
may exercise fraditional rights or responsibilities over their own land
and ifs significant sites, should be respected. They should be involved
in establishing goals, strategies, policies and protocols for the identifi-
cation, conservation, management, presentation and interpretafion of
their heritage resources, cultural practices and contemporary cultural
expressions, in the fourism confext.

4.2 While the heritage of any specific place or region may have a
universal dimension, the needs and wishes of some communities or
indigenous peoples to restrict or manage physical, spirifual or intellec-
tfual access fo certain cultural practices, knowledge, beliefs,

activities, artefacts or sites should be respected.

Principle 5

Tourism and conservation activities should benefit the host commu-
nity.

5.1 Policy makers should promote measures for the equitable

distribution of the benefits of fourism to be shared across countries
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or regions, improving the levels of socio-economic development and con-
tribufing where necessary to poverty alleviation.

5.2 Conservation management and tourism activities should provide equi-
table economic, social and cultural benefits to the men and women of the
host or local community, at all levels, through education, training and the
creation of fulHime employment opportunities.

5.3 A significant proportion of the revenue specifically derived from tourism
programmes fo heritage places should be allofted to the protection, con-
servation and presentation of those places, including their natural and cul-
tural contexts. Where possible, visitors should be

advised of this revenue allocation,

5.4 Tourism programmes should encourage the fraining and employment of
guides and site interpreters from the host community fo enhance the skills of
local people in the presentation and interpretation of their cultural values.
5.5 Heritage interpretation and education programmes among the people
of the host community should encourage fthe involvement of local site
interpreters. The programmes should promote a knowledge and respect for
their heritage, encouraging the local people to take a direct interest in its
care and conservation.

5.6 Conservation management and fourism programmes should include edu-
cation and training opportunities for policy makers, planners, researchers,
designers, architects, interpreters, conservators and fourism operators. Par-
ficipants should be encouraged to understand and help resolve the at fimes
conflicting issues, opportunities and problems encountered by their col-

leagues.

Principle 6

Tourism promotion programmes should protect and enhance Natural and
Cultural  Heritage characteristics.

6.1 Tourism promotion programmes should create realistic expectations and
responsibly inform potential visitors of the specific heriftage characteristics of
a place or host community, thereby encouraging them fo behave appro-
priately.

6.2 Places and collections of heritage significance should be promoted and
managed in ways which protect their authenticity and enhance the visitor
experience by minimising fluctuations in arrivals and avoiding excessive num-
bers of visitors at any one time.

6.3 Tourism promotion programmes should provide a wider distribution of
benefits and relieve the pressures on more popular places by encouraging
visitors to experience the wider cultural and natural heritage characteristics
of the region or locality.

6.4 The promotion, distribution and sale of local crafts and other products
should provide a reasonable social and economic return to the host com-

munity, while ensuring that their cultural infegrity is not degraded.
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The NARA Document on Authenticity 1994

Preamble

1. We, the experts assembled in Nara (Japan), wish fo acknowl-
edge the generous spirit and intellectual courage of the Japanese
authorifies in providing a fimely forum in which we could challenge
conventional thinking in the conservation field, and debate ways and
means of broadening our horizons to bring greater respect for cultural
and heritage diversity to conservation practice.

2. We also wish fo acknowledge the value of the framework for
discussion provided by the World Heritage Committee's desire fo
apply the test of authenticity in ways which accord full respect to the
social and cultural values of all societies, in examining the outstana-
ing universal value of cultural properties proposed for the World
Heritage List.

3. The Nara Document on Authenticity is conceived in the spirit
of the Charter of Venice, 1964, and builds on it and extends I in
response to the expanding scope of culfural herifage concerns and
interests in our contemporary world.

4, In a world that is increasingly subject to the forces of globalization
and homogenization, and In a world in which the search for cultural
identity is sometimes pursued through aggressive nationalism and the
suppression of the cultures of minorities, the essential contribution
made by the consideration of authenficity in conservation practice is
to clarify and llluminate the collective memory of humanity.

Cultural Diversity and Heritage Diversity

5. The diversity of cultures and heritage In our world Is an
ireplaceable source of spirifual and intellectual richness for all human-
kind. The protection and enhancement of cultural and heritage
diversity in our world should be actively promoted as an essential
aspect of human development.

6. Cultural heritage diversity exists in fime and space, and
demands respect for other cultures and all aspects of their belief
systems. In cases where cultural values appear to be in conflict,
respect for cultural diversity demands acknowledgment of the legiti-
macy of the cultural values of all parties.

7. All cultures and socleties are rooted In the particular forms
and means of fangible and intangible expression which constfitute
their herifage, and these should be respected.

8. It is imporfant fo underline a fundamental principle of UNESCO,
tfo the effect that the cultural heritage of each is the cultural herifage
of all. Responsibility for cultural heritage and the management of it
belongs, in the first place, to the cultural community that has gener-

afed it, and subsequently to that which cares for it. However, in

addition to these responsibilities, adherence to the international char-
fers and conventions developed for conservation of culfural herifage
also obliges consideration of the principles and responsibllities flowing
from them. Balancing their own requirements with those of other
cultural communities is, for each community, highly desirable, pro-
vided achieving this balance does not undermine fheir fundamental
cultural values.

Values and authenticity

9. Conservation of cultural heritage in all ifs forms and historical
periods is roofed in the values affributed fo the heritage. Our ability to
understand these values depends, in part, on the degree to which
information sources about these values may be understood as credible
or tfruthful. Knowledge and understanding of these sources of infor-
mation, in relation fo original and subsequent characteristics of the
cultural heritage, and their meaning, is a requisite basis for assessing
all aspects of aufthenticity.

10. Authenticity, considered in this way and affirmed in the
Charter of Venice, appears as the essential qualifying factor concern-
ing values. The understanding of authenticity plays a fundamental
role in all scientific studies of the cultural heritage, in conservation
and restorafion planning, as well as within the inscription procedures
used for the World Heritage Convention and other cultural heritage
inventories.

11, All judgements about values attfributed to cultural properties
as well as the credibility of related information sources may differ
from culture to culture, and even within the same culture. It is thus
not possible to base judgements of values and authenticity within
fixed criteria. On the contrary, the respect due fo all cultures requires
that heritage properties must considered and judged within the
cultural contfexts to which they belong.

12. Therefore, it i1s of the highest imporfance and urgency that,
within each culfure, recognition be accorded to the specific nature
of its heritage values and the credibllity and truthfulness of related
information sources.

13. Depending on the nature of the cultural heritage, its cultural
context, and ifs evolution through time, authenticity judgements may
be linked to the worth of a great varlety of sources of information.
Aspects of the sources may include form and design, materials and
substance, use and function, traditions and fechniques, location and
sefting, and spirit and feeling, and other internal and external factors.
The use of these sources permits elaboration of the specific artistic,
historic, social, and scientific dimensions of the cultural heritage being

examined.



Appendix 1

Suggestions for follow-up (proposed by H. Stovel)

1. Respect for cultural and heritage diversity requires conscious
efforfs to avoid imposing mechanistic formulae or standardized
procedures in attempting to define or determine authenticity of par-
ficular monuments and sites.

2. Efforts to determine authenticity in a manner respectful of
cultures and heritage diversity requires approaches which encourage
cultures to develop analyfical processes and tools specific to their
nafure and needs. Such approaches may have several aspects in
common:

o efforfs fo ensure assessment of aufthenficity involve
mulfidisciplinary collaboration and the appropriate utilisation of all
available expertise and knowledge;

o efforts fo ensure aftributed values are truly representative of a
culfure and the diversity of ifs inferests, in particular monuments and
sites;

o efforts to document clearly the particular nature of authentic-
ity for monuments and sites as a practical guide to future treatment
and monitoring;

o efforts to update authenticity assessments in light of changing
values and circumstances.

3. Particularly important are efforts to ensure that atftributed values
are respected, and that their determination included efforts to build,
ad far as possible, a multidisciplinary and community consensus
concerning these values.

4. Approaches should also build on and facllitate international
co-operation among all those with an inferest in conservation of
cultural heritage, in order to Improve global respect and understand-
ing for the diverse expressions and values of each culture,

5. Continuation and extension of this dialogue fo the various
regions and cultures of the world is a prerequisite to increasing the
practical value of consideration of authenticity in the conservation of
the common heritfage of humankind..

0. Increasing awareness within the public of this fundamental
dimension of herifage is an absolute necessity in order fo arrive af
concrete measures for safeguarding the vestiges of the past. This
means developing greater understanding of the values represented
by the cultural properties themselves, as well as respecting the role

such monuments and sites play in contemporary society.
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Appendix |l

Definitions

Conservation: all efforts designed fto understand cultural heritage,
know ifs history and meaning, ensure ifs material safeguard and, as
required, its presentation, restoration and enhancement. (Cultural
herifage is understood to include monuments, groups of buildings
and sites of cultural value as defined in article one of the World
Heritage Convention).

Information sources: all material, written, oral and figurative sources
which make it possible to know the nature, specifications, meaning

and history of the cultural heritage.

The Nara Document on Aurhenticity was draffed by the 45 parfici-
panfs af the Nara Conference on Aurhenticity in Relation fo the World
Heritage Convention, held af Nara, Japan, from -6 November 1994,
ar the invitation of the Agency for Cultural Affairs (Governmen? of
Japan) and the Nara Prefecture. The Agency organized the Nara
Conference in cooperafion with UNESCO, ICCROM and ICOMOS.

This final version of the Nara Document has been edited by fhe
general rapporfeurs of the Nara Conference, Mr. Raymond [emaire

and Mr. Herb Stovel.
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