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Course Syllabus

English Conversation


1. Course Number
2202206

2. Course Credit
2 credits (1–2–3)

3. Course Title
English Conversation (ENG CONVER)

4. Faculty/Department
Arts/English

5. Semester
2nd 

6. Academic Year
2551 (c.e. 2008–2009)

7. Instructors
Group 1: Will Handrich



Group 2: Andru Matthews




Group 3: Donald Sandage



Group 4: Andrew Wright




Group 5: Alasdair MacMillan




Group 6: Puckpan Tipayamontri


8. Condition


8.1. Prerequisite
2202112 English II or 5500116 FE II



8.2. Corequisite
N/A



8.3. Concurrent
N/A


9. Status

Elective

10. Curriculum
Bachelor of Arts


11. Degree

Undergraduate

12. Hours/Week
3 hours/week


13. Course Description
Listening comprehension; conversation and dis​cussion of texts on general topics; logical pre​sentation of ideas and arguments through short speeches and debates


14. Course Outline



14.1. Learning Objectives




a.
To increase students’ confidence and fluency in conversational Eng​lish




b.
To provide students with opportunities to activate English studied in other courses




c.
To provide students with practice in and strategies for exchanging in​for​ma​tion and negotiating meaning




d.
To provide students with practice in listening both for gist and for specific information




e.
To increase students’ knowledge of vocabulary and idioms relevant to par​ticular topics of discussion



14.2. Learning Contents

Week 01 (27/10–31/10):
Introduction: Getting Acquainted (1 hr)
Week 02 (03/11–07/11):
Chapter 1: Ecology (3 hr)

Week 03 (10/11–14/11):
Chapter 2: Visual Art (3 hr)

Week 04 (17/11–21/11):
Chapter 3: Sociology (3 hr)

Week 05 (24/11–28/11):
CU Academic Fair — No Class

Week 06 (01/12–05/12):
Chapter 4: Medicine (3 hr)

Week 07 (08/12–12/12):
Chapter 5: History (3 hr)

Week 08 (15/12–19/12):
Chapter 6: Earth Science (3 hr)

Week 09 (22/12–26/12):
Presentations (Midterm Exams)

Week 10 (29/12–02/01):
Chapter 7: Life Sciences (2 hr)

Week 11 (05/01–09/01):
Chapter 8: Psychology (3 hr)

Week 12 (12/01–16/01):
Intervarsity Games — No Class
Week 13 (19/01–23/01):
Chapter 9: Health (3 hr)

Week 14 (26/01–30/01):
Chapter 11: Space Science (3 hr)

Week 15 (02/02–06/02):
Chapter 12: Archaeology (3 hr)
Week 16 (09/02–13/02):
Debates (2 hr)

Week 17 (16/02–20/02):
Debates/Final Interviews (3 hr)

Week 18 (23/02–27/02):
Final Interviews (3 hr)



14.3. Method




a.
(
Lecture
5 %




b.
(
Lecture and discussion
10 %




c.
(
Brainstorming and discussion of case study so that






students learn to analyze and solve problems
20 %




d.
(
Making a summary of the main points or presentation






of the results of researching or the assigned tasks
15 %




e.
(
Others: Pair/group work, short speeches, listening
50 %



14.4. Media




a.
(  Transparencies and opaque sheets




b.
(  Powerpoint media




c.
(  Electronics and website media




d.
(  Others: Audio cassette tapes for in-class listening practice and testing, audio CDs for student home practice, and other supplementary materials


14.5. Assignment through Network System




14.5.1. Assigning and Submitting Method: Blackboard




14.5.2. Learning Management System: Blackboard



14.6. Course Evaluation




14.6.1. Assessment of Academic Knowledge
20 %





Four quizzes testing the materials covered in the course, especially lis​tening skills and knowl​edge of target vocabulary, will be given on the fol​lowing days during the sem​es​ter:


01 December 2008


29 December 2008


26 January 2009


09 February 2009

( Any student who misses a quiz will receive a score of zero (0).  Instructors will not allow students to make up any quiz​zes they have missed!




14.6.2. Assessment of Work or Classroom Activities
50 %




a.
Attendance (20 %):  For each regularly scheduled classroom hour, stu​dents will receive one (1.0) point if they are present and on time.  Tardy arrival will reduce this to a half (0.5) point.  Coming to class more than fifteen (15) minutes late will count as an absence.




b.
Participation (30 %):  This part of the grade will be based on participa​tion in class, communicative ability, and the extent to which students use the vo​cabu​lary and conversational phrases they learn in class.  This score is not based on how fluent students may already be but on the individu​al effort they make in class activities and discus​sions and put into im​proving their speak​ing skills.  Each instructor will explain his indi​vidual method of deter​mining this score; however, for pur​poses of inter-group consistency, total scores as​signed to each student by his/her instructor may be compared using the following tentative per​centage scale.

	A

90%–100%
	Student demonstrates excellent participation. S/he is completely at ease us​ing English on a wide range of topics, searches for words on​ly occa​sionally and seldom makes grammati​cal errors, so that compre​hension is rarely if ever hin​dered.  S/he makes full use of target vocab​u​lary and conversa​tional phrases.

	B

80​%–89%
	Student participates actively but may have occasional lapses. S/he has to make an effort to search for words and grammar, at times hindering com​pre​hension. Student is above class average in all skills and uses target vo​cabulary and conversational phrases.

	C

70%–79%
	Student participates but usually allows other students to take the lead. S/he tends not to volunteer information and has to make an ef​fort to search for the correct vocabulary and grammar, and these are often non-idiomatic (in​cor​rect), hindering comprehension.  Student makes some use of target vo​cabu​lary and conversational skills.

	D

60%–69%
	Student shows a lack of participation.  Intelligibility is frequently hin​dered by incorrect use of vocabulary and grammar.  Student demon​strates little or no effort to use target vocabulary and/or conversa​tional phrases.

	F

0%–59%
	Student demonstrates no active participation in class and fails to com​muni​cate with any effect.  There is no effort to use target vocab​u​lary or conver​sational phrases.





14.6.3. Assessment of the Assigned Tasks
20 %




a.
Presentation (10 %):  Students are required to give a seven-to-ten-min​ute, well-planned oral pre​sentation during midterm-exam week.  This task will be done in small groups of three (3) or four (4) people, but each student must participate fully in the presentation.  Each student is expect​ed to convey his/her thoughts confi​dently and flu​ently, drawing from tar​get vo​cabulary and idioms and uti​lizing commu​nica​tion strate​gies.  Topics should be drawn from the ma​terials covered in chapters 1–6.




b.
Debate (10 %):  During weeks 16 and 17, students will be participating in one-on-one debates on questions relating to topics drawn from all the chap​ters we are covering this term.  Details of the debating topics and the debating rules will be provided by instructors following midterm-exam week.




14.6.4. Others: Final Interview
10 %





Students will be required to attend an in​ter​view based on one of a set of top​ics which will be provided ahead of time.  Final interviews will be conduct​ed by one of the 206 course instructors but not necessarily by your own.  They will be scheduled during the last week of class​es.

15. Reading List



15.1. Required Text

Duncan, Janie, and Amy Parker.  Open Forum: Academic Listening and Speaking 3.  New York and Oxford: Oxford Uni​ver​sity Press, 2007.


15.2. Supplementary Texts

Comfort, Jeremy.  Effective Presentations.  Oxford Business English Skills.  Oxford, GB: Oxford Univer​sity Press, 1997.

Eckstut, Samuela, and Karen Sorensen.  What’s in a Word?: Reading and Vocabulary Build​ing.  Essex, GB: Longman, 1992.

Jones, Leo, and C. von Baeyer.  Functions of American English: Communicative Ac​tivities for the Classroom.  Student’s Book.  Cambridge, GB: Cambridge Uni​versity Press, 1983.

McCarthy, Michael, and Felicity O’Dell.  English Vocabulary in Use: Upper-Interme​diate.  Cambridge, GB: Cambridge University Press, 2001.

Powell, Mark.  Presenting in English: How to Give Successful Presentations.  Hove, GB: Language Teaching Publications, 1996.



15.3. Research Articles/Academic Articles: N/A



15.4. Electronic Media or Websites:

[Duncan, Janie, and Amy Parker].  “Web Site Worksheets”.  Open Forum 3.  Online.  [N.p.]: Oxford University Press, 2007.  Available from <www.oup.com/elt/openforum>.


16. Teacher Evaluation



16.1. Type of Teacher Evaluation: Tutorial group



16.2. Changes Made in Accordance with the Previous Evaluation: The method and difficulty of examinations has been revised to bring them more into line with demonstrated student capabilities.


16.3. Discussion or Analysis Which Creates Desirable Qualifications of Chulalong​korn University Graduates: This course creates desirable qualifications of Chulalongkorn University graduates by enhancing students’ intellectual capa​city and increasing their knowledge of the ways in which English is used in various social contexts.  This is achieved through class​room discussions and activities and through selected listening exercises.  Students will gain profes​sional skills by carrying out a group re​search project and presenting the results in a public-speaking venue.  Ethics and social responsibility are problematized by heightening students’ awareness of the differences between their native culture and the English-speaking world.

