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2202242  Introduction to the Study of English Poetry

2007b

Assignment 2  (10 points)

Name 
 Number 
 Group 

Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow.

Helen

All Greece hates

the still eyes in the white face,

the luster as of olives

where she stands,

and the white hands.
5

All Greece reviles

the wan face when she smiles,

hating it deeper still

when it grows wan and white,

remembering past enchantments
10

and past ills.

Greece sees unmoved,

God’s daughter, born of love,

the beauty of cool feet

and slenderest knees,
15

could love indeed the maid,

only if she were laid,

white ash amid funereal cypresses.

H. D. (Hilda Doolittle) (1886-1961)

1.
(2 points)  Who is Helen?  Describe the Greeks’ attitude towards her.

2.
(2 points)  What figure of speech is used in line 3?  Explain its meaning.

3.  (2 points)  Can you find an instance of paradox in the last three lines of the poem?  If so, explain.

4.  (2 points)  Identify and explain the metonymy in the last line of the poem.

5.  (2 points)  The colour white dominates throughout the poem.  How does the colour contribute to the atmosphere of the poem?
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