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Useful Terms for Literary Discussion 

 

narrator 

voice 

point of view 

style 

character, characterization 

dialog 

setting 

tone 

irony 

allegory  

allusion 

apostrophe 

assonance 

ballad 

character, characterization 

conflict 

diction, denotation, connotation 

form 

genre 

imagery 

irony 

metaphor 

meter 

metonymy 

onomatopoeia 

overstatement, hyperbole 

paradox 

paraphrase 

personification 

plot 

 antagonist 

 anticlimax 

 artistic unity 

 climax 

 complication 

 conclusion 

 crisis 

 denouement 

 dilemma 

 ending 

 exposition 

 falling action 

 flashback 

 in medias res 

 main, minor, subplot, double, 
parallel 

 mystery 

 protagonist 

 resolution 

 rising action 

 story 

 surprise 

 suspense 

 time sequence, chronology 

 (plot) twist 

  
refrain 

rhyme 

rhyme scheme 

rhythm 

scansion 

scene 

setting 

simile 

sonnet 

suspension of disbelief 

stanza 

symbol, symbolism 

synecdoche 

synesthesia 

theme 

understatement, litotes 

 



Literary Dictionaries 

Abrams, M. H., and Geoffrey Harpham. A Glossary of Literary Terms. 10
th

 ed. Boston: 

Wadsworth, 2011. Print. 

 

Baldick, Chris. The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms. 3
rd

 ed. Oxford: OUP, 2008. Print. 

 

Barton, Edward J., and Glenda A. Hudson. A Contemporary Guide to Literary Terms. 3
rd

 ed. 

Boston: Wadsworth, 2011. Print. 

 

Childers, Joseph, and Gary Hentzi, eds. The Columbia Dictionary of Modern Literary and 

Cultural Criticism. New York: Columbia UP, 1995. Print. 

 

Childs, Peter, and Roger Fowler. The Routledge Dictionary of Literary Terms. 3
rd

 ed. New 

York: Routledge, 2005. Print. 

 

Cuddon, J. A. The Penguin Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory. 4
th

 ed. 

London: Penguin, 1999. Print. 

 

Deutsch, Babette. Poetry Handbook: A Dictionary of Terms. 4
th

 ed. New York: Funk and 

Wagnalls, 1982. Print. 

 

Drury, John. The Poetry Dictionary. 2
nd

 ed. Cincinnati: Writer’s Digest Books, 2006. Print. 

 

Harmon, William. A Handbook to Literature. 12
th

 ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 

2011. Print. 

 

Kennedy, X. J., Dana Gioia, and Mark Bauerlein. Handbook of Literary Terms: Literature, 

Language, Theory. 2
nd

 ed. New York: Longman, 2009. Print. 

 

Lanham, Richard A. A Handlist of Rhetorical Terms. 2
nd

 ed. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1991. Print. 

 

Law, Jonathan, David Pickering, and Richard Helfer. The New Penguin Dictionary of the 

Theatre. London: Penguin, 2001. 

 

Lounsbury, Warren C., and Norman C. Boulanger. Theatre Backstage from A to Z. 4
th

 ed. 

Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2000. 

 

Murfin, Ross, and Supryia M. Ray. Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms. 3
rd

 ed. 

Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009. Print. 

 

The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics.  Eds. Alex Preminger, Terry V. F. 

Brogan, and Frank J. Warnke.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 1993. Print. 

 

Padgett, Ron, ed. The Teachers and Writers Handbook of Poetic Forms. 2
nd

 ed. New York: 

Teachers and Writers Collaborative, 2000. Print. 

 

Taylor, John Russell. A Dictionary of the Theatre. New York: Penguin, 1975. Print. 

 

Turco, Lewis. The Book of Literary Terms: The Genres of Fiction, Drama, Nonfiction, 

Literary Criticism, and Scholarship. Hanover, NH : University Press of New England, 

1999. Print. 



Other Books to Explore 

 

Beiderwell, Bruce, and Jeffrey M. Wheeler.  The Literary Experience.  Boston: Thomson 

Wadsworth, 2008. Print. 

 

Booth, Alison, J. Paul Hunter, and Kelly K. Mays, eds.  The Norton Introduction to 

Literature.  9
th

 ed.  New York: W. W. Norton, 2006. Print. 

 

Charters, Ann, and Samuel Charters.  Literature and Its Writers: A Compact Introduction to 

Fiction, Poetry, and Drama.  4
th

 ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006. Print. 

 

Corbett, Edward P. J., and Robert J. Connors. Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student. 4
th

 

ed. New York: OUP, 1998. Print. 

 

Ellmann, Richard, Robert O’Clair, and Jahan Ramazani, eds.  The Norton Anthology of 

Modern and Contemporary Poetry.  New York: W. W. Norton, 2003. Print. 

 

Ferber, Michael. A Dictionary of Literary Symbols. 2
nd

 ed. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2007. 

Print. 

 

Greenblatt, Stephen, ed.  The Norton Anthology of English Literature.  8th ed.  New York: W. 

W. Norton, 2006. Print. 

 

Greenwald, Michael, et al.  The Longman Anthology of Drama and Theatre: A Global 

Perspective.  Rev. Ed.  New York: Longman, 2004. Print. 

 

Howe, James, and William A. Stephany.  The McGraw-Hill Book of Drama.  New York: 

McGraw-Hill, 1995. Print. 

 

Jacobus, Lee A., ed.  The Bedford Introduction to Drama.  6
th

 ed.  Boston: St. Martin's, 2008. 

Print. 

 

Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia. Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. 

10
th

 ed. New York: Pearson Longman, 2006. Print. 

 

Lennard, John, and Mary Luckhurst. The Drama Handbook: A Guide to Reading Plays. 

Oxford: OUP, 2002. Print. 

 

Livingstone, Dinah. Poetry Handbook for Readers and Writers. London: Macmillan, 1993. 

Print. 

 

Meyer, Michael.  The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature: Reading, Thinking, 

Writing.  5
th

 ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2000. Print. 

 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  7
th

 ed.  New York: Modern Language 

Association of America, 2009. Print. 

 

Pope, Rob. Studying English Literature and Language: An Introduction and Companion. 3
rd

 

ed. London: Routledge, 2012. Print. 

 

Wolfreys, Julian. The English Literature Companion. Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011. 

Print. Palgrave Student Companions. 


